BOROUGH  OF  DEVIZES 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1951 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  m_v  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951  on  the  Public 
Health  and  Sanitary  .Administration  for  the  Borough. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


Public  Health  Department, 

The  Chequers,  Devi:;cs. 

G. 

H.  H.  WAA’LEN, 
Medical  Ojjicer  of  Health. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

.Area  in  acres 

1391 

acres 

Population 

7890 

Xumber  of  inhabited  houses 

2726 

Rateable  Value 

^^52,059 

Product  of  id.  rate 

/J207 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

AI. 

F.  Total. 

Live  Births 

86 

5«  144 

Legitimate 

81 

53  134 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 10 

Live  Birth  Rate 

Borough 

18.25 

England  and  Wales 

15-5 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

I 

I 2 

Illegitimate 

— 



Death  Rate 

Crude  Death  Rate — Borough 

14.07 

Crude  Death  Rate — England  and  AVales  ... 

12.5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

.Ml  Infants 

2 

2 4 

Legitimate  Infants 

2 

I 3 

Illegitimate  Infants 

— 

I I 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

Borough 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  of  Age 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 i 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Boroug'h  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — Nil 

Eng'land  and  \\'ales  ...  ...  ...  ...  o-79 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


m:. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

1.  Tuberculosis — Eespiratorv 

2 

2 

4 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

8 

12 

20 

'1.  Tuljerculosis — t)ther  Forms  ... 

— 

— 

— 

21. 

Other  Circnlatorv  Diseases  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Svplnlitic  Diseases  ... 

— 

■ — 

— 

22. 

Inflxrenza 

1 

3 

4 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Pneumonia 

4 

8 

12 

b.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Bronchitis 

8 

— 

(> 

(i.  ^leuingococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

25. 

Other  Respiratorv  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Polionivelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

21). 

I'lcer  of  Stomach  and  Dnodennm  ... 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis.  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

— 

— 

— 

9.  ( )ther  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Ne])hritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Stomach) 

1 

— 

1 

29. 

.Hvperiilasia.  of  Ih-ostrate  ... 

2 

— 

2 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Lung  and 

:50. 

Pregnaiicv,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

bronchus) 

1 

— 

1 

81. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Breast) 

— 

2 

2 

82. 

Otlier  Defined  & Ill-Defined  Diseases 

8 

4 

10 

1:5.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (1  terns) 

— 

— 

— 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

— 

— 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lvmphatic 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Neoplasms 

4 

5 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

15.  Leukiemia  and  Aleuksemia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

38. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  tVar  ... 

— 

— 

— 

If).  Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  Svstem 

8 

5 

11 

18.  Coronarv  Disease:  Angina  ... 

12 

7 

19 

Total  tor  All  Causes 

58 

53 

in 

19.  H^-pertension  Avith  Heart  Disease  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Satisfactory  features  are  the  absence  of  deaths  in  childbed  and  from  the  Common  Infectious 
Diseases.  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  and  Circulatory  System  account  for  approximately 
20%  and  30%  respectively  and  Cancer  for  close  on  12%.  The  two  latter  figures  are  indicative  of 
an  increasingly  ageing  population. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Medica]  ()l]'icer  of  Health:  (I.  H.  H.  WAYLEN,  IM.B.,  D.P.H.  (Cantab.). 

Satntarv  Inspector : K.  WILDEV,  M.S.L.V.,  C.S.I.B.,  C.C.L.I  (San.  Eng.),  Royal  Sani- 
tarv  Institute  Certificates  for  Meat  and  other  Foods  In.spection  and  Sanitar}-  Science  as 
applied  to  Building-  and  Public  Works. 

Ambulance  Services,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services, 

Clinics — Orthopaedic,  Physchiatric,  etc. 

.Ml  these  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  '\^'iltshire  Count}-  Council  and  reported  on  by 
the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  that  Body. 


Maternity  Services 

Portions  of  the  new  Maternity  Hospital  (ex  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital) 
January  isl  and  are  proving  a valuable  asset  to  the  area. 

.No.  of  a\-tiilable  beds  ... 

.\verage  number  occupied 
'I'otal  Confinements  in  Year 

(from  Devizes  Borough)  ... 


started  work  on 

15 

”•34 

297 

102 


l•'urther  cases  were  confined  at  Ivy  House,  of  which  roughl}-  one-third  were  fron-i  the  Borough, 
'fhe  County  Council  .Vlidwives  handled  36  domiciliar}-  confinements  in  the  Borough.  More  than 
of  women  are  thus  shown  to  liave  their  babies  in  some  Institution. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  i8 

\\’hooping' Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Measles  ...  ...  . ...  ...  230 

Er}-sipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

The  absence  of  a single  case  of  the  more  dangerous  fevers  is  noteworth}-.  Practically  all 
TIcasles  cases  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  being  the  latter  half  of  the  1950  outbreak. 


Devizes  and  District  Hospital 

Tot-vl  Bed  Complemext 

Aver.vge  D.mly  Number  of  Occupied 

R.vdiological  Department 

No.  of  examinations:  l.P. 

No.  of  examinations:  O.P. 

P.\THOLOGICAL  DEPARTMENT 

No.  of  examinations:  l.P. 

No.  of  examinations:  O.P. 

Physiotherapy  Department 

No.  of  patients  treated:  l.P. 

No.  of  patients  treated  O.P. 

No.  of  treatments  given:  l.P. 

No.  of  treatments  given:  O.P. 

No.  OF  Patients  Admitted 
Male 
Female 

Nu.mber  OF  Oper.vtions  Performed 

Major 

Minor 

The  new  Radiological  Department  was 
Out-Patient  Department  is  urgently  needed. 


60 

Beds  ...  ...  ...  42.08 


344 

2512 


977 

1511 


154 

1927 

1299 

18575 


493 

588 


403 
513 

completed  and  put  to  use  during  the  year.  A new 


Nursing 

Some  betterment  in  recruitment  of  Nurses  during  the  year.  'Fhe  Devizes  and  District  and 
St.  James’s  Hospitals  have  been  approved  as  Component  Assistant  Nurse  Training-  Schools.  In 
them  Pupil  Assistant  Nurses  have  begun  to  recei\’e  a practical  training  and  to  replace  untrained 
orderlies. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Population 


Primary  Immunisations  Total  Immunised  Child  Population  at 

ComiDleted  during  1951.  :51st  December,  1951. 


Under 

1 

14 

years 

5-U 

years 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

:5 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

under 

15 

47 

70 

5 

7 

82 

99 

9(5 

12:5 

514- 

548 

14(59 

3 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

During'  the  t'ear  under  review,  the  quantities  of  water  pumped  were  as  follows:  — 
Shepherds  Shore  Waterworks  ...  ...  118,165,000  gallons 

Bourton  Waterworks  ...  ...  ...  90,859,000  gallons 

Total  ...  209,024,000  gallons 


W'ater  supplied  to  Devizes  ...  ...  127,976,245  gallons 

Water  supplied  to  Military  Camps  ...  58,533,080  gallons 

Water  supplied  to  Rural  Districts  (including 

Roundway  Hospital)  ...  ...  22,097,000  gallons 

Bourton  No.  i Borehole  Pump  was  out  of  action  throughout  the  year.  A replacement  pump 

was  due  for  delivery  in  June,  1951,  but  was  not  to  hand  at  year’s  end.  A new  chlorinating  plant 
using  Sodium  Hypochlorite  was  purchased  but  not  delivered  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  reconstruction  of  part  of  the  Main  Outfall  Sewer  and  the  part  extension  of  the  Main 
Sewage  Works  was  under  consideration  during  the  year.  No  major  works  were  commenced  or 
completed  during  1951. 

Reports  on  the  analyses  of  effluent  were  submitted  by  the  Bristol  Avon  River  Board  in 
October,  1951,  and  showed  a ver)-  unsatisfactory  effluent. 


Housing  in  Devizes  Borough 

No.  of  houses  completed  during  year 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  34  (40  units) 

B}'  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1951 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  62  (Average  Completion  30%) 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  6 


No.  of  houses  authorised  but  not  commenced  at 
By  Local  Authority 
By  Private  Enterprise 
Housing  sites  obtained  during  year 
Site  M^orks  in  progress  during  year  ... 


No.  of  unfit  houses  demolished  during  year 

(1)  By  official  action 

(2)  By  unofficial  action  ... 

No.  of  houses  or  portions  thereof 

closed  by  statutory  action 
closed  with  consent  of  owner  by  unofficial 
action 


31st  December,  1951 

36 

4 

Nil 

Home  Farm  Estate,  12  acres  in 
extent.  95%  complete  by  31st 
Decemlter,  1951. 

Nil 


Nil 


Fresh  applicants  for  housing  during  the  year  1951  totalled  117.  At  year’s  end  the  total 
number  of  applicants  on  Borough  list  was  over  600  (614).  Of  these  nearly  three-quarters  (446) 
were  alread}'  living  in  the  l^orough  and  168  were  from  outside,  mainly  from  Devizes  Rural  District. 

check  early  in  the  current  year  (1952)  showed  that  100  applicants  were  living  in  houses 
classified  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  made  so  at  reasonable  expense. 

/\  c(.»nservative  estimate  of  houses  which  need  to  be  replaced  as  soon  as  possible  is  250. 
Increased  building  in  195  r has  not  yet  touched  this  problem. 

.\  further  difficulty  facing  the  Local  Authority  is  the  pro\i.sion  of  suitable  accommodation 
for  large  and  sub-standard  families  at  rents  they  can  pay.  At  present  there  are  a few  cases  of 


4 


ijross  overcrowding  by  families  who  could  not  possibly  afford  to  live  in  a new  Council  house  even 


allocated  one.  A\'hat  is  the  answer? 

Rents  of  houses  completed  in  recent 

years 

are  as  follows : — 

Rents 

Rates 

Total 

Three-bedroomed  houses 

15/- 

7/6 

22/6 

'I'wo-bed roomed  flats 

14/- 

4/9 

18/9 

One-bedroomed  flats 

13/- 

3/11 

16/11 

Two-bedroomed  houses 

16/6 

6/3 

22/9 

Thus,  either  much  cheaper  building  or  some  form  of  subsidy  from  the  Exchequer  or  Rating  Authority 
— probabh’  both — will  be  needed  to  re-house  such  occupants  of  substandard  dwellings. 

The  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  as  at  present  on  the  Statute  Books  act  as  a drag  on  the  full 
use  of  available  living  space  in  two  way's.  Firstly  as  a direct  deterrent  to  owners  of  old  properties 
to  spend  money  in  reconditioning  them  at  the  high  cost  of  building  repairs.  Secondly,  some 
small  families  prefer  to  continue  to  live  cheaply  in  their  old  homes  though  one  or  more  rooms 
are  thereby  unused  for  living  purposes.  This  denies  such  living  space  to  larger  families  so  much 
in  need  of  it. 

Public  Cleansing  and  Refuse  Disposal 

Much  as  before.  The  Nursteed  tip  was  kept  sprayed  pretty  consistently  with  lessened  fly' 
nuisance  as  a result.  Little  effort  was  made  to  cover  refuse  and  it  can  in  no  sense  be  considered 
a “ Controlled  Tip.” 

Swimming  Pool 

Number  of  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28,994 

The  pool  was  not  closed  during  the  year  under  review. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

DE\TZES  BOROUGH 


(.A)  Notifications;  Pulmonar}'  Non-Pulmonary 


.Ag'e  Group 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0 10 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

1 0 — 1 5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — . 

■ — 

15—^5 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

^5—35 

I 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

2 

I 

3 

— 

— 

— 

45—65 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Over  63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

4 

4 

8 

— 

— 

— 

DEVIZES  BOROUGH 


(B)  Deaths:  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Age  Group 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

10 15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—^5 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

-5  35 

I 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35  45 

I 

■ — 

I 

— 

— 

— 

45—65 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

• — 

TOTALS 

3 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 


The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1951 


To — The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
ol  the  Borough  of  Devizes. 


Public  Health  D‘^partine)it, 

The  Chequers,  Devizes. 


Mk.  M.vvok,  Lad.es  -VXD  Gentlemex, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor's Department  of  the  Borough  throughout  1951. 

The  tables  and  particulars  in  the  Report  iire  in  conformity  with  Ministry  of  Health  regula- 
tions and  requirements. 

Clerical  assistance  is  not  pro\  ided. 

Current  complaints  received  prompt  attention.  240  complaints  were  made  to  this  depart- 
ment. 

Other  normal  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  whenever  time  allowed. 

Housing 

The  housing  survey  has  not  been  resumed,  nor  have  any  houses  been  reconditioned  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

'I'he  high  cost  of  repairs  to  old  houses  adds  to  the  difficulty  in  dealing-  with  owners  of  such 
property,  who  are  reluctant  to  spend  money  without  any  return  on  premises  which  are  let  at  very 
low  rentals  and  are  only  fit  for  demolition. 

Nevertheless,  63  owners  were  called  upon  to  effect  essential  repairs  to  make  the  houses  rea- 
sonably habitable  pending-  demolition. 

Many  houses  are  without  sinks  and  internal  water  supplies,  and  share  one  water  closet 
with  the  next  door  dwelling. 

Sinks  and  internal  water  supplies  were  provided  at  eight  houses  and  water  closets  at  six 
houses. 

As  a result  of  informal  action  two  houses  were  “ closed  ” and  two  others  demolished  as 
being  unsuitable  for  human  habitation. 

Rc-housing  Applications 

All  complaints  of  alleged  overcrowding-  or  unsatisfactory  living  conditions  made  to  this 
Department  were  in\-estig-ated,  and  cases  eligible  for  consideration  by  the  Council  were  referred 
to  the  Housing  Officer. 

Twelve  of  the  fourteen  deser\  ing  cases  were  allocated  Council  houses.  One  family  had 
already  found  other  accommodation  and  another  family  refused  a Council  house  because  they  Avere^ 
unable  to  afford  the  rent. 

One  notifiable  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  re-housed  by  the  Council. 

There  are  only  four  “ Caravaners  ” in  the  borough. 

Caravans  arc  not  suitable  for  all  the  year  round  habitation,  particularly  where  children  are 
concerned,  therefore  fresh  applicants  receive  no  encouragement  to  park  within  the  borough, 
bearing  in  mind  that  ihere  is  a tendency  for  families  to  deliberately  take  up  such  accommodation 
v.ith  the  idea  of  “ jumping-  ” the  Housing-  Officer’s  waiting  list  in  order  to  obtain  Council  houses 
out  of  turn. 

Verminous  Premises 

One  flea  and  three  bed  bug  Infested  houses  were  treated  effectually  with  D.D.T.  powder  and 
liquid  solution. 

Dirty  Houses 

'I'enants  who  g-radually  lapsed  back  into  untidy  and  dirty  ways  had  to  be  “ prodded 
periodically  to  make  them  keep  their  homes  clean.  A disheartening  and  unending-  task. 


Drainage 

Nuisances  arising'  from  raf  infestation  and  smells  made  it  necessary  in  some  cases  to  apply 
tests  to  drainage  systems,  man\'  of  which  proved  to  be  defective  and  had  either  to  be  repaired  or 
renewed. 

House  drainage  systems  do  not  take  their  full  share  in  helping  to  ventilate  and  keep  the 
Borough  sewers  reasonably  fresh.  This  is  due  mainly  to  the  old  school  of  thought  that  house 
drains  should  be  disconnected  from  the  sewer  by  a “ disconnection  ” or  “ intercepting  ” trap  at 
the  boundary  of  the  property.  Hence  foul  g'ases  are  confined  within  the  sewers  and  become  highly 
concentrated  at  certain  times,  due  to  air  pressures  and  type  of  effluent.  Occasionally  the  “ cap 
becomes  displaced  from  the  “ cleansing  eye  ” of  the  trap,  thereby  allowing'  concentrated  sewer 
g'as  to  enter  the  house  drains,  which,  if  unsound,  allow-  sewer  air  to  escape  at  the  defects.  Such 
intercepting'  traps  are  an  expense  and  a nuisance,  and  in  the  writer’s  opinion,  ought  not  to  be  hxed 
on  new  or  repaired  drains. 

This  would  permit  the  diffusion  of  sew^er  air  through  the  house  soil  ventilating  pipes  in  un- 
noticeable  small  quantities  at  individual  properties  over  the  whole  tow'n.  After  the  repair  of  de- 
fective drains  there  would  be  fewer  complaints  of  smell  and  chokages. 

Water  Supplies 

Samples  of  water  from  a well  at  a snuft  and  tobacco  factory  and  a “ spring  ” at  a farm, 
were  submitted  for  bacteriolog'ical  and  chemical  analysis.  Both  sources  were  found  to  be  polluted 
with  sewage  organisms.  The  idea  of  supplementing  their  existing  supply  from  the  town’s  mains 
w'ith  water  obtainable  from  these  sources  was  not  entertained. 

Foods. 

The  Model  Food  Byelaws  have  not  been  adopted  by  the  Devizes  Borough  Council. 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947  and  1948 

Failure  to  comply  with  the  above  regulations  made  it  necessary  to  compel  two  traders  to 
cease  manufacturing  ice-cream.  Another  manfacturer  installed  an  approved  heat  treatment  plant, 
with  proper  recorder,  which  is  being'  w'orked  satisfactorily.  There  are  now  four  ice-cream  pro- 
ducers within  the  borough — three  using  heat  treatment  and  one  using  the  “ cold  mix  ” method. 

There  was  no  cause  for  complaint  against  casual  mobile  ice-cream  vendors  who  visited  the 
open  market  : all  provided  clean  towels,  soap  and  a container  of  hot  water.  The  personnel  wore 
clean  white  coats  and  the  vans  were  clean. 

The  Borough  Council  granted  registration  of  premises  to  one  trader  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
■ — a total  of  39  traders  now  sell  wrapped  ice-cream  in  the  borough. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  Shops  Act,  1950 

Repairs  and  improvements  were  effected  at  two  works  canteens  and  an  hotel  kitchen  ; glass 
screening  was  provided  and  fixed  over  the  food  display  counter  at  a grocer’s  shop;  additional  water 
closet  accommodation  was  pro\  ided  for  the  use  by  the  opposite  sexes  and  the  provision  of  sinks, 
wash-hand  basins  and  hot  water  supplies  at  a cafe,  two  grocers’  shops  and  at  a wholesale  sweet 
warehouse.  A sink  and  hot  water  supply  were  provided  and  repairs  to  the  walls  of  a store  were 
carried  out  at  another  cafe.  One  cafe  proprietor  was  required  to  pro\  ide  and  use  town  water  for 
making  tea  and  to  discontinue  using  water  from  ti  storage  tank  situated  in  the  roof. 

Cracked  drinking  cups  were  found  to  be  in  use  at  one  restaurant,  and  the  proprietor  was 
asked  to  withdraw  them  from  service  to  the  public. 

Extensive  improvements  were  carried  out  at  a fried  fish  and  chip  saloon.  These  comprised 
re-constructed  food  preparation  rooms,  water  closet  and  drainage  system,  sink  with  hot  and  cold 
water  over,  new  modern  frying  range  and  counter.  'I'he  walls  and  celling  of  the  shop  and  dining 
rooms  were  repaired  and  painted. 

A lime-washing  notice  was  complied  with  at  one  bakehouse. 


During-  the  year  there  has  been  a noticeable  improvement  in  the  transport  and  handling  of 
meat  delivered  to  the  local  butchers’  shops  in  the  town,  but  there  is  still  room  for  betterment.  The 
desired  idea.I  can  only  be  achieved  by  the  use  of  specially  designed  low  loading  carriers,  which 
would  facilitate  easier  handling  of  the  meat. 

Occasional  checks  on  market  stall  food  traders  revealed  tliat  in  a few  instances  either  towels 
or  soap,  sometimes  both  items,  had  been  “ left  behind  ” or  “ forgotten.” 

-Apart  from  minor  defections,  butchers’  shops  were  kept  reasonably  clean. 

Xumerous  calls  were  received  from  lood  traders  regarding  imported  tinned  hams  suspected 
of  being  unsound,  most  of  which  were  ” blown  ” and  higdily  decomposed.  In  a few  cases  the 
tinning  was  of  poor  quality,  but  on  the  whole  the  condition  of  the  meat  seemed  to  indicate  that 
it  was  probablv  of  low  grade  or  on  the  verge  of  being-  unsound  prior  to  canning. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Instead  of  carrying  out  improvements  at  two  existing  sub-standard  dairies,  one  dairyman 
provided  a new  approved  dairy,  and  the  other  dairyman  discontinued  bottling  on  the  premises  in 
favour  of  trading-  m bought  sealed  bottled  pasteurised  milk.  Both  traders  have  refrigerators. 

-A,  lime-washing  notice  was  complied  with  at  another  dairy. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION 

The  Central  Wiltshire  Bacon  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  the  only  slaughterhouse  in  operation  witliin  the 
borough. 

The  standard  of  post-mortem  inspection  of  the  animals  w.-is  in  accordance  with  the  method 
laid  down  bv  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  recommended  memo  62/Foods. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  work  it  was  not  con\-enient  for  the  Rural  District  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  take  o\-er  duties  of  meat  inspection  at  the  bacon  factory  during  the  writer’s  annual  leave,  as 
jjreviously  arranged. 

On  a few-  occasions  butchers  drew  my  attention  to  meat  sliowing  signs  of  unsoundness — 
mostlv  bone  taint,  bruising  and  deep-seated  abscesses,  conditions  which  so  easily  escape  detec- 
tion at,  or  when  leaving,  the  slaughterhouse. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning-  w-ere  notified  to  this  Department  during  the  year. 

The  following  pig  carcases /organs  or  parts  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump- 


tion:— 

Total  number  slaughtered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’ i937 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10969 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

^\’hole  carcases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Barts, or  organs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Percentage  of  the  nunilaer  inspected  alTccted  wath  disease  other  than  T.B.  1-855% 


Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

•Organs  or  part  of  the  carcases 

Carcases  and  parts  of  the  same 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis 


-3 

358 

265 

2.625% 


Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 

Heads 

■Mesenteries 

llenges 

Livers 

Kidneys 

■Spleens 


-a 

265 

57 

L55 

14 

3^ 

35 


3.571  lbs. 
5,819  lbs. 


8 


Other  Causes 


Whole  carcases 

9 

1.379  lbs. 

Heads 

I 

13  lbs. 

Mesenteries 

7 

Li\-ers 

83 

Kidneys 

10 

Henges 

91 

Spleens 

3 

Unsound  Foods  Condemned  and 

Surrendered 

C.ANNED  : 

Soups 

81  cans 

2 qts. 

2 lbs. 

Fish 

15  cans 

I stone 

2 Ib'S. 

Meats 

1 14  cans 

5 cwt. 

3 qts.  I stone 

4 lbs. 

\'egetables 

197  cans 

2 cwt. 

2 qts.  I stone 

2 lbs. 

Fruit 

302  cans 

3 cwt. 

2 qts.  0 stone 

7 lbs. 

jams 

37  cans 

I qt.  I stone 

0 lbs. 

Grape  Fruit 

7 can.i 

7 lbs. 

Milk 

37  cans 

I qt.  I stone 

0 lbs. 

) 1 ...  ... 

93  cans 

136  pints 

Malted  Milk 

10  cans 

5 lbs. 

Fish 

78  lbs. 

Dried  Fruit  ... 

2 cwt. 

I qt.  6 lbs. 

Chocolate  ... 

3 qts.  10  lbs. 

Sweet  Biscuits 

2 qts.  2 lbs. 

i6 

Boxes  Ovaltine  Rusks 

8 lbs. 

~> 

Bottles  of  Coffee 

Mince  Meat 

I lb. 

Cheese 

29  lbs. 

3 ozs. 

I 

Jar  Tomato  Sauce 

I 

Tin  of  Cocoa 

i6 

Meat  Pies  ... 

15^  lbs. 

Butter 

3I  lbs. 

Faggots 

40  lbs. 

Cream  Cake 

18  lbs. 

I 

Gallon  jar  Pickled  Onions 

-> 

Jars  Pickled  Onions  ... 

I lb. 

4 ozs. 

~> 

Jars  Piccalli 

I lb. 

10  ozs. 

o 

Bottles  of  Lemon  Squash 

883 

Eggs. 

I 

Pig’s  Head  ... 

loi  lbs. 

Pork 

15^  lbs. 

Beef 

47*  lbs. 

Bovine  Kidney  and  Fat 

1 1*  lbs. 

'r 

he  bulk  of  the  above  foods  were  sah-ag-ed  and 

used  for  pig  feeding-. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Informal  action  resulted  in  iinpro\'ed  ventilation  of  a staff  office. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Complaints  about  a nuisance  caused  by  the  burning-  of  factory  waste  materials  made 
sary  to  request  the  manag-ement  to  utilise  a furnace  having-  a taller  chimnev. 

Emission  of  black  smoke  and  g'rit  from  a laundr\-  chimnev  on  se\-eral  occasions 
necessary  to  inform  the  proprietor  of  his  obligation  to  stoke  and  regulate  the  boiler  fire 


8 ozs. 
2 ozs. 
5 ozs. 

7 ozs. 

8 ozs. 
8 ozs. 
8 ozs. 


it  neces- 

made  it 
so  as  not 
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to  cause  a nuisance.  The  trouble  seems  to  be  twofold  ; inefbcient  stoking-  and  mainly  low  grade 
open-cast  co.tl. 

Informal  arrangements  were  made  for  the  installation  of  two  small  scale  sewage  disposal 
plants  at  an  isolated  factory  and  tliree  cottages  ; also  the  provision  of  sinks  and  the  conversion  of 
pail  and  privy  closets  to  water  closets.  The  work  was  supervised  and  completed  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  this  Department. 

Speedv  arrangements  were  made  for  the  removal  of  a deceased  T.B.  case  from  a single  bed- 
roomed  house  to  a hospital  mortuary  after  communicating  with  the  patient’s  doctor. 

Several  complaints  were  made  regarding  nuisances  caused  by  the  indiscriminating-  dump- 
ing- of  refuse  on  grass  verges  and  unoccupied  land.  The  culprits  uere  never  traced.  The  refuse 
was  removed  bv  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department. 

Swill  bins  in  the  ’oorough  gir  e rise  to  complaints  from  time  to  time  of  smell  and  Hies.  The 
bins  are  not  cleansed  out  regularly  ; the  lids  are  not  always  replaced  after  use  ; bins  and  lids  be- 
come damaged  and  distorted,  consequently  the  lids  do  not  fit  properly,  thus  becoming  a rendezvous 
for  cats  and  dogs  and  a breeding-  ground  for  Hies. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Rodent  Operator’s  services  on  alternate  weeks  between  the  Devizes  Borough  Council 
and  the  Rural  District  Council  have  worked  satisfactorily  over  the  year’s  trial. 

Accounts  .'ire  dealt  with  by  INIr.  J.  E.  Hopkins,  Borough  Treasurer,  and  the  records  kept  by 
mvsvlf. 

'I'he  ser\  ices  of  the  Rodent  Operator  are  available  upon  application  by  occupiers  of  infested 
jrremises.  Pri\ate  dwellings  receiAC  free  treatment,  and  business  premises  are  charged  upon  a 
cost  basis  laid  down  bv  the  Council.  The  Ministry  and  the  Council  share  an  equal  proportion  of 
the  net  cost  of  the  services. 

'file  Ministrv  of  Food’s  jrrocedure  regarding-  niethods  of  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  are 
adhered  to  in  entirety. 

The  borough  sewers  had  two  treatments  during  the  year  : in  April  and  October. 

The  rat  population  iii  the  .sewers  was  found  to  be  slightly  less  than  the  previous  year. 
Regular  twice-vearlv  ireatmcnt  is  the  only  way  of  keejring  infestation  down  to  a minimum. 

136  search  and  surveys  were  undertaken  in  the  year. 

The  borough  refuse  tip  had  attention  three  times  : in  February,  June  and  October. 

Rats  bodies  collected  totalled  32,  3b  and  130  respectively. 

.Sewer  ditches  \\-ere  iilso  treated  and  effective  results  obtained. 

Treatment  of  Sewage  Works 

Breachi-ield  : Three  treatments  ; 28  dead  rats  collected. 

Main-  Works,  Ba-eh  Road  : Treatment  carried  out  in  November;  20  rats  collected. 

41 1 rat  bodies  were  collected  over  the  twelve  months. 
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Prevalence  of  Rats  and  Mice 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

Houses 

Agriculture 

Business 

and 

Industrial 

Totals. 

Properties  in  L.A.’s 

29^5 

District 

6 

2623 

25 

311 

Properties  Inspected  during 
1931  as  a result  of  ; 

(a)  Notification 

(a)  - 

40 

10 

-SO 

(b)  Otherwise 

(b)  4 

191 

/ 

— 

202 

Properties  found  to  be 

Major  4 

16 

— 

4 

24 

infested  with  rats 

Minor  — 

207 

7 

.S 

219 

Properties  seriously  Infested 

b\-  mice 

0 

— 

I 

9 

Infested  properties  treated 

b\'  L.A. 

6 

231 

— 

10 

^ -4.”” 

Notices  served  under  Sec- 
tion 4 : 

(i)  Treatment 

( I ) N one 

None 

None 

None 

(2)  Structural  {i.e., 
proofing) 

(2)  — 

— 

— 

0 

Tot.^ls  

16 

6qi 

14 

32 

753 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  L.A.  under  Section  4 

Legal  proceedings  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Block  control  schemes  car- 

ried  out  

^3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Acts,  etc. 

Five  steel  petrol  tanks  were  fixed  underground  in  concrete  and  brick  chambers  containing- 
sand  to  cor  er  the  tanks.  The  tanks  were  pressure  tested  and  licences  of  approval  g-ranted. 
Four  pumps  were  of  the  flame  proof  pattern  and  one  the  hand  operated  type. 

Summary  of  Duties  carried  out  during  1951 

Complaints  made  to  the  Public  Health  Department  ...  ...  ...  240 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Dwelling  houses  affected  by  nuisances  ...  . . ...  ...  86 

Premises  where  nuisances  were  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Houses  where  structural  repairs  were  done  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Smoke  nuisance  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yards  paved  (affecting  ig  houses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Passag'es  paved  (affecting-  22  houses) 

Smoke  tests  applied  to  drains 
Water  Tests  applied  to  drains 

Drains  re-rvater  tested  because  01  leak  on  first  test 
Colour  tests  applied  to  drains 
Additional  water  closet  provided  for  dwellings 
-Vdditional  water  closet  jDror  ided  at  faciories 
Additional  water  closet  pror  ided  at  food  premises 

Sinks  pror  ided  (Food  premises  3,  houses  8,  factories  2) 

Wash-hand  basins  j^rorided  (Food  premises  4,  factories  2)  ... 

\\’’a-ter  supplies  prorided  (houses  8,  factories  2,  and  hot  water  at  2 food 
premises) 

Drains — New,  repaired  or  renewed 
Inspection  chambers  constructed  ... 

X'isits  to  works  in  progress 
Miscellaneous  visits 

Interr'iews  with  owners/ builders/ agents 
X’isits  re  Rodent  Control 

X'isits  re  Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  .i. 

X'isits  re  Petroleum  Acts 

Bed  bug  infested  houses  treated  with  D.T.T. 

Flea  infested  houses  treated  with  D.D.T.  ... 

Ant  infested  houses  treated  with  D.D.T.  ... 

Dirtv  houses  under  supervision 

X'isits  to  : — 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 
Cafes 

Bakehouses 
Ice-cream  premises  ... 

Canteens  ( tX’orks) 

Hotel  kitchens 
Dairies 

Butchers’  Shops 
Food  inspections 

Premises  registered  for  sale  of  wrapped  ice-cream 

Notices  ser\ed — (a)  Statutory 
Informal 

Miscellaneous  letters  sent 

Complaints  referred  to  Borough  Surveyor's  Department 
Petroleum  Licences  issued 
Carbide  Licences  issued 
Slaughtermen’s  Licences  issued 


3 

43 

48 

3 
94 

6 

5 

6 

L3 

6 

1 1 
4^ 

15 

311 

276 

119 

37 

4 
35 

3 

1 

2 

5 

6 
2 
9 

o 


6 

8 

33- 

1 

8 

64 

119 

44 

38 

-> 


1 am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KENN’ETH  XVILDEY, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

I. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  pro\isions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sani- 
tary Inspectors). 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(I) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspections 

'(4) 

Written 

notices 

is) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

l6l 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  i,  2,  3, 
4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

I 

40 

15 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

2 

2 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding- out-workers’  premises 

3 

28 

7 

7 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

70 

2 2 

17 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

i Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars 

(i) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

rred 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(6) 

which 

]3rosecutions 

w'ere 

instituted 

(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 

4 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

L'nreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  \-entilation  (S.4) 

7 



— 

— 

— 

Inefl'ective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Con\eniences  (S.7) 
faj  Insufficient 

9 

4 

4 

_ 

fb)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

2 

2 

— 

— 

fcj  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

1 1 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

1 2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

17 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Wiltshire  Gazette  Printing  Works,  Devizes. 
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